Climate Literacy Class 201
Take Home Messages and Summary

Climate Literacy Class 201 slide presentations are available on the DWR Climate Change Internal websitehttp://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/literacy_training.cfm.
The following is a summary of the Take Home Messages from each talk.  As the course is binderless, feel free to print this page and/or the presentations, or review on-line.

Water, Ecosystems & Land Use: Connecting the Dots for Climate Resilience
Michelle Selmon
· Water planning, ecosystem management and land use decisions are intricately connected.
· Water managers, ecosystem managers, land-use planners and policy-makers need to work together to address climate change challenges (reject the ‘silo’ mentality).
· Rather than an insurmountable hurdle, climate change presents an opportunity for creating a more sustainable society.
Environmental Stewardship
Lauma M. Jurkevics
· DWR’s Environmental Stewardship Policy setsthe framework for integrating environmental considerations into planning and projects. 
· DWR is already implementing these concepts in numerous planning efforts and projects.
· Environmental Stewardship is an important component of sustainability.
· Building in environmental benefits at a meaningful scale will increase our ability to respond to a changing climate.

Sustainability
Jennifer Morales
· DWR has a Sustainability Policy http://dwrclimatechange.water.ca.gov/docs/Sustainability_Policy_DWR_Memo_April-22-2009.pdf
· DWR has Sustainability Goals http://www.water.ca.gov/climatechange/docs/Memo_sustainability-Sept%202010.pdf
· DWR is taking Sustainable Actions.
· Sustainability is not maintaining the Status Quo! Sustainability Goals will evolve over time!
· Sustainability requires new knowledge, and making better choices based on that knowledge.
· DWR has a Collaboration Portal to help employees get sustainability information. http://sustainability.water.ca.gov
· DWR has a Sustainability Coordinator to help employees implement Sustainable Actions. Mary.Simmerer@water.ca.gov
Climate Change Modeling 201
Andrew Schwarz
Modeling
· Models are not a forecast
· Lots of uncertainty-various approaches to address it
DWR Climate Change Approaches
· Phase 1
Approaches varied
Highlighted need for more consistent approach
· Phase 2 
Guidance & tools coming soon…
Greenhouse Gas Mitigation
Andrew Schwarz
· AB32 and EO S-3-05 are the main GHG mitigation law and policy in California
· California will reduce GHG emissions to:
· 1990 levels by 2020 
· 80% below 1990 levels by 2050
· DWR has similar but more aggressive GHG reduction goals
· All public environmental documents must be reviewed by C4 committee (Even now with the GGERP)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]C4 is a resource available to help guide projects	
Water-Energy Nexus
William Forsythe, Jim Lin
· SWP has a GHG policy that will meet or exceed all AB-32 milestones
· SWP provides strong public benefits tothe California electrical grid 
· DWR is pursuing a suite of tools to reduce GHG:
· Acquiring renewable energy resources
· Refurbishing pumps and generators to improve energy efficiency
· Switching from coal to cleaner natural gas resources 
· Developing small hydro
· Sources for GHG Calculations:
www.epa.gov/eGRID, www.climateregistry.org, www.theclimateregistry.org
www.climatechange.water.ca.gov, http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ind_calculator.html
Current and Future Research
Jennifer Morales
· 1990 Federal Legislation authorizes almost all climate change research; funded at ~$2B/ year
·  Multiple Federal agencies participate in the program, which is focused on basic research
·  Within last several years, there is new federal legislation focusing on applied adaptation research; small $ amounts
Climate Resources 201 
Lauma Jurkevics
· Check first what DWR can provide, such as its own documents, Internet resources, or staff expertise.
· There are many resources on the Internet, so use those you trust (i.e., government sites, research and university sites, and peer-reviewed publications).  
· Webinars are a great way to get perspective in a short time, at your own pace.  Check the archives!





