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Cc: Morales, Jennifer@DWR; Lynn, Elissa@DWR; Selmon, Michelle@DWR
Subject: Welcome from the DWR Climate Change Program!
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2016 3:55:52 PM

Congratulations on Your New Position and Welcome to the Department of Water Resources!
 
While you are taking time as a new employee to learn about DWR’s many programs and
 projects, we in the Climate Change Program wanted to introduce ourselves and tell you a
 little about climate issues and what we do here.
Climate change is already having a profound impact on California water resources--as
 evidenced by changes in snowpack, sea level, and river flows--and these changes are
 expected to continue and even accelerate in the future. Changes in weather patterns will
 exacerbate flood risks and add additional challenges for water supply reliability. 

The Department of Water Resources has taken a leadership role on climate change by
 developing and implementing mitigation and adaptation measures to ensure that Californians
 have an adequate water supply, reliable flood control, and healthy ecosystems, now and in
 the future. In fact, Climate Change Management is one of DWR’s Core Values.

The Department’s Climate Change Program houses 10 full time scientists and engineers, as
 well as several other support staff, all working on this complex and challenging issue. We urge
 you to visit the DWR Climate Change webpage. In particular, you’ll want to review the
 Department’s Climate Action Plan, which presents a three-phase approach for reducing
 emissions, analyzing the impacts climate change will have on our programs and projects, and
 creating an adaptation plan for vulnerable infrastructure and staff.  You’ll also find much
 more information and valuable resources by reading through the links on the left side of our
 webpage.

As well, you may want to subscribe to DWR’s Climate News Digest, which we produce about
 monthly, and provides links to a variety of recent articles on climate change.  If so, please
 contact Michelle Selmon at:  Michelle.Selmon@water.ca.gov

Finally, please also consider signing up for DWR’s Climate Literacy training. This class is offered
 twice per year through the Training Office and will be helpful in your work here at DWR.  The
 next class is scheduled for May 13, and just opened for enrollment.
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Best wishes for your career at DWR.

jta

 
John T. Andrew, P.E.
Assistant Deputy Director
California Department of Water Resources
(916) 651-9657 (office)
jandrew@water.ca.gov
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